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BOARD MEMBER POSITION  PAPER  
1. Position Statement: There is ample reason to believe the City of Alexandriaôs leadership is endeavoring to prevent 
modern day injustice and inequity from harming all Alexandrians. However, being proactive with present day initiatives 
ought not be at the risk of overlooking the harm done to those in the past. Simply stated, is it not incumbent upon caring 
and responsible elected and appointed leaders to help residents overcome harmful effects of unhealthy public policies 
and practices much like that being done to help residents overcome harmful effects of unhealthy medical threats [in 
various forms] to public health? In like manner, is it not also incumbent upon concerned residents, stakeholders and 
members of public/private advisory bodies (governmental as well as non-governmental) to help elected and appointed 
City leaders by providing advice and assistance to help remedy the effects of injustice and inequity in its various forms 
that impact the well-being of Alexandrians - past, present and future? I say yes to both questions and as a member of 
the Cityôs Landlord Tenant Relations Board, I have prepared and submitted two motions for consideration and adoption 
to do that; namely, promote wellness by correcting errors of the past and suggesting another best practice going forward.  
 
2. Advisories: There is evidence of sanctioned policies and practices that systematically denied people of color 
identified as African American residentsô access to housing not denied to other people of color identified as Caucasian 
Americans during the 1930s-1960s. Why not verify and acknowledge it with intent to correct the harm -see Motion #1? 
Similarly, why not issue a statement encouraging public/private entities to establish advisory bodies voluntarily as a 
sign of by-in/acceptance of what is regarded as best practices in Alexandria. In the case of Motion #2, the intent being 
to promote community engagement, more fully in non-governmental as well as governmental entities. 
     a. Motion #1 (See Something, Say Something) - see attachment 1A 
         Background Commentary: In 2016, Dr. Krystyn Moon, published a detailed scholarly article entitled, ñThe 
African American Housing Crisis in Alexandria, VA during the 1930s-1960s. The article reveals the crisis was a result 
of deliberate action to exclude them through a pattern of establishing and enforcing policies and practices intended to 
deny African American residentsô full access to the same housing available to Caucasian Americans. It is no secret that 
inequity and injustice exist in various forms in Alexandria, Dr. Moonôs article provides evidence that was lacking in 
order to support/justify the need to remedy harmful injustice considered long overdue. As a longtime resident, 
stakeholder and member of the Cityôs advisory Landlord Tenant Relations Board, I have heard personal accounts of 
injustice and inequity in housing from residents of color fearful of ñspeaking up & speaking outò for the common good. 
     b. Motion #2 (Best Practices) - see attachment 1B   
         Background Commentary: the positive example the City has set in establishing advisory bodies as part of its policy 
and practice is exemplary. And yet, there are public/private non-governmental entities that have chosen not to follow 
the Cityôs example in establishing advisory councils, primarily because they are not required to and not encouraged to 
as a matter of public policy ï voluntarily. The aforementioned situation was highlighted recently during a City Council 
public hearing when it was inferred that a developer was being asked to do something that was not required or being 
asked of other entities. The ñpushbackò spoke volumes given the clear example the City has set as a means to achieve 
one of its strategic outcomes; namely, well managed government which in-turn helps public/private non-governmental 
entities be the best they can be. Upon reflection, hopefully, public/private entities can also appreciate, they too can help 
the City be the best it can be not only in following the Cityôs example but its request as a team player.  
 
3. Support for adoption of recommended advisories  
    a. Implement the Cityôs 2022 Strategic Vision (In 2022, Alexandria is a historic, inclusive city of kindness, with 
distinct, vibrant and safe neighborhoods, a well-managed government, flourishing arts, culture, and recreation, a 
strong economy, thriving children and youth, active and secure older adults, environmental sustainability, healthy 
residents of all ages, and multimodal transportation) along with the actionable City priorities established for 2022!  
     b. Other attachments: 

2 Article by Dr. Krystyn in 2016 entitled, The African American Housing Crisis in Alexandria, (1930s-1960s) 
3 Oakland, Ca article mentioning the 1939 Unsung Heroes involved in the Alexandria Library Sit-In 
4 Melvin Millerôs Testimony before City Council (Mayor Beatley Chairing) - October 1967 
5 Connection Newspaper Article, entitled, ñThe Nice-Nasty Townò ï June 2017 
6 NY Times Article, entitled, ñBlack Homeowners Face Discrimination in Appraisalsò ï Aug 27, 2020 
7 Alexandria City Fair Housing Testing Summary (1990-2021) note: no recorded data for 1930s-1989 
8 Background Information Supporting Discussion for Best Practice Motion 
9 Members of Alexandria City Council Issue Statement on Inclusiveness ς Nov 19, 2016 

10 ALL ALEXANDRIA INITIATIVE -Background, Vision, and Goal 
11 Email Thread with Office of Housing 
12 Glossary of Terms 

 
4. Suggested consideration of action for recommended advisories: 
     a. Regular order ï if adopted by LTRB submit thru liaison to City Clerk for City Council action 
     b. Irregular order ï if adopted and City Staff agrees to or desires to act on motion submit to Dep City Mgr Baker  
     c. Community Engagement ï if adopted provide suggested addressees a copy of motions as a courtesy for info 
     d. Follow the Federal Governmentôs example set by the Biden Administration according to the Urban Institute (Attach #13) 
     e. See attachment #14: Habitat for IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩǎ - Five (5) policy solutions to advance racial equity in Housing 
     f. Encourage resident stakeholders (individuals or groups) prepare position papers on action deemed appropriate.   
5. Recommended adoption and/or consideration of feasible advisory solutions: 
     a. Adopt See Something, Say Something Motionς as cited in the content of the motion (acknowledge and alleviate harm) 
     b. Adopt Best Practice Motion ς prepare press release encouraging public/private entities establish advisory councils  
         effective immediately upon adoption by City Council & consider adding such ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ wŜƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ 
      
Prepared by: Elliott M. Waters, LTRB Member                                                                                                  June 01, 2022 
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ATTACHMENT 1 A 

MOTION  #1: SEE SOMETHING SAY SOMETHING 1930õs-1960õs 
Focus: Identify & correct the cause & harmful effects of the African American Housing Crisis in Alexandria, VA, 1930sï1960sò 

 
I ___________________ move that the Landlord Tenant Relations Board (LTRB)   
   
     A. submit a request thru Deputy City Manager Baker or other City official(s) deemed appropriate, 
          asking that Planning and Zoning staff in collaboration with the Office of Housing staff verify the 
          content in the article penned by Dr Krystyn Moon entitled, ñThe African American Housing Crisis 
          in Alexandria, Virginia,1930sï1960sò and at the conclusion of the verification process  
     B. if the content of Dr Moonôs referenced work is verified (in whole or in part) recommend that the 
         verifying staff:  
         (1) name/identity any unjust and inequitable housing and zoning practices [construed as legal] and  
         (2) in collaboration with other appropriate entities propose corrective action to remedy any harmful 
              effects such practices had and/or continue to have on Alexandria African-American residents of 
              that era and/or their descendants: and   
     C. in the interest of transparency that appropriate suggested public/private entities be provided copies 
          of the reports of verification and recommended 
          corrective action to include 
         (1)  City Council Members, 
         (2)  City Staff (Human Rights Commission, Race and Social Equity Officer, City Attorney) 
         (3)  City boards, commissions, committees 
         (4)  a suggested list of public/private non-governmental entities  
     D. moreover, after weighing the pros and cons - assent to: 
          (1) to providing ñstakeholdersò listed below a copy of the motion ñfor information onlyò in the 
                interest of transparency as well as possible individual or organizational community  
                engagement prior to the start of the requested work; and 
          (2) after completion of the work addressed above (see A & B) seek appropriate approval to host a 
                Forum to inform Alexandria residents of staffôs work in identifying causes & effects of the 
               African American Housing Crisis during the 1930ôs-1960ôs 

 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 B 

MOTION  #2: BEST PRACTICES  
Focus: Advisory Councils are an affordable means to create trust, confidence, efficiency and effectiveness 

 
Given the clear understanding that the City of Alexandria, Virginia has a strong commitment to 

citizen/resident participation in good governance as evidenced by the number of citizen/resident 

boards, commissions and committees established by its City Council, I ____________ move that the 

Landlord Tenants Relations Board (LTRB): 

     A. recommend that City Council adopt a policy which encourages establishing advisory councils, 

as a best practice in the City of Alexandria, and that 

     B. public/private non-governmental entities be encouraged to form advisory councils on a voluntary 

basis with the clear understanding that any/all advice offered is non-binding as is the case with existing 

non- statutory City boards, commissions, and committees, but that 

     C. any/all advice rendered to recipients of the advisory councilôs advice [especially the decision-

making body or agent], would be given serious consideration in addressing matters viewed as problems 

or challenges in a manner deemed both reasonable as well as transparent. 

Focus: Advisory Councils are an affordable means to create trust, confidence, efficiency and effectiveness 
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ATTACHMENT 2  
 
The African American Housing Crisis in Alexandria, Virginia, 1930s ð1960s  

by KRYSTYN R. MOON 
Krystyn R. Moon is an associate professor of history and the director of American Studies at the University of Mary Washington. 

VIRGINIA MAGAZINE OF HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY ±h[Φ мнп ω bhΦ м 

 
In 1960, the Washington Post interviewed the Rev. Dr. John C. Davis, the minister at Meade Memorial Episcopal Church in 

Alexandria, about finding a home near his congregation. Although he had been a minister at Meade Memorial for fifteen 

months, Davis and his wife lived in the church. Even with $30,000 saved, he coulŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΧέAny 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ L ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ LΩƳ ŀ bŜƎǊƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ bŜƎǊƻ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦέ1 

When not tending to his congregation, Davis worked at Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS); however, the western, more 

ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ±¢{ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀǎ ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ [ƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎan 

professionals, Davis would most likely be forced to live in Washington, D.C., where members of the African American middle 

class had greater access to housing. 

- 

By the mid-twentieth century, Alexandria found it difficult to house its residents and offer modern amenities.2 ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

eighteenth- and nineteenth-century urban core was seen as dilapidated and overcrowded, while its western portions were 

largely rural and underdeveloped. With the postςWorld War II suburban construction boom taking place in nearby counties, 

local leaders were especially concerned that white middle-class families would avoid Alexandria, choosing to shop, work, and 

live elsewhere. To address the shift in housing attitudes and practices, the city invoked a set number of strategies to improve its 

ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΥ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘȅƎƛŜƴŜ ŎƻŘŜǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ǳrban renewal, and historic preservation.3 

Unfortunately, these policiesτŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎτhad a negative impact on African American 

renters and homeowners living in the city. As a consequence, such families as the ReverenŘ 5ŀǾƛǎΩ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ 

and were either forced into segregated neighborhoods or out of Alexandria completely. 

 

The situation in Alexandria is reflective of the larger housing issues African Americans faced during the mid-twentieth century in 

American cities, both North and South. Scholars Arnold R. Hirsch, Ronald H. Bayor, Thomas J. Sugrue, Andrew Wiese, and Karen 

J. Ferguson have documented the complex interactions between local residents and public policy, which redrew racial 

boundaries in American cities and forced African Americans into hyper-segregated neighborhoods. In turn, they have argued, 

African Americans mobilized, often breaking with black elites who were more conciliatory toward whites, to protest openly 

ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5Φ/ΦΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎan 

activists access to the center of national political discourse on housing and civil rights; their lack of political power, however, 

inhibited their influence on federal policy, which tended to reinforce local segregation practices.4 

 

The history of African American neighborhoods in Alexandria fits nicely into the scholarship of Andrew Wiese and Karen 

Ferguson, both of whom have documented such communities from the late nineteenth century through the postςWorld War II 

period.5 In the late nineteenth century, many blacks lived just outside of cities where they could own land with little interference 

from local governments or the white elite. Men and women also found plenty of jobs in nearby homes, farms, and factories to 

support their families without needing to commute to nearby towns or cities. Annexation by local municipalities often 

circumscribed the autonomy within these neighborhoods, especially by the late 1930s when white elites embraced the use of 

federal policy and funds to reimagine the racial landscape. Pamela Cressey, AlŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƭƻƴƎǘƛƳŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŜǊƛǇƘŜǊȅ ŀǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ мтфлǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ ŀƴƴŜȄŜŘ 

Alexandria.6 After the Civil War, additional neighborhoods emerged from the African American refugee population just outside 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎτalthough significantly older than those profiled by other 

scholarsτfaced similar issues once annexed by Alexandria.7 

 

After World War II, suburban African American residents in Alexandria and elsewhere were seen as a threat to the white, middle-

class ideal promoted in prescriptive literature. Self-built homes, large gardens, farm animals, no services (such as water and 

sewer lines), and lodgers were all common practices among working-class families trying to support themselves.8 With the Brown 

v. Board of Education decision in 1954, the possibility of racially integrated schools panicked white, middle-class residents and 

local boosters, who pushed for even more rigidly segregated communities. African Americans, however, were not forced out of 
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suburbia. In fact, by the 1960s the number of blacks living in suburban spaces increased nationwide on a scale unseen in previous 

decades. Poverty, joblessness, crime, and decrepit housing stock propelled the African American middle-class to the suburbs. As 

in urban centers, the fight for decent housing was a civil right that affected suburbia as well.9 

 

Many scholars have argued that a new generation of activists that emerged in the mid-1930s changed the ways in which African 

Americans responded to social injustice, including housing, in both urban and suburban environments. The breakdown of 

άƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŀŎȅέ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΣ ŀǎ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ WΦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀs Smith, began in Alexandria with the 1939 sit-down 

strike over the lack of library facilities for black residents. These well-educated men were frustrated by the blatant inequalities 

in Alexandria and turned to civil disobedience to call attention to the problem. Simultaneously, the appeasing attitudes of the 

!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŜƭƛǘŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ άǊŀŎƛŀƭ ǳǇƭƛŦǘΣέ ŘƛŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊity 

of blacks. Continuing in the tradition of direct action begun in the 1930s, many veterans became activists after World War II and 

turned to protests and other forms of direct action to question the racial status quo.10 

 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ-sized city just outside Washington, D.C., however, complicates previous analyses of housing, 

race relations, and the urban/suburban divide. Although Alexandria is recognized as a distinct city, it also maintains a unique 

relationship with Washington and, as such, points to the fact that a municipality can fulfill multiple spatial definitions 

simultaneously, depending on its relationship to other places within a region. In 1791, the federal government annexed 

Alexandria into the District of Columbia, which Alexandria predated by almost fifty years.11 The federal government then 

retroceded the City of Alexandria and Alexandria County (now Arlington County) in 1847 in response to complaints from white 

elites who were frustrated by the lack of federal construction on the Virginia side of the Potomac River.12 After the Civil War, 

black and white residents began commuting on a regular basis between Washington and Alexandria, a practice that continues 

today. Local migration between the two cities was not necessarily unidirectional but was dependent on housing, jobs, 

educational opportunities, shopping, and leisure activities, all of which were affected by the practice of Jim Crow segregation in 

ōƻǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳōǳǊō ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5Φ/ΦΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴŦormed 

by the political ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ13 

 

Furthermore, although historians have demarcated cities and suburbs as distinct spaces, the residential landscape within 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ Řivision between urban and suburban neighborhoods as an artificial one. Scholars Richard 

IŀǊǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ wƻōŜǊǘ [Ŝǿƛǎ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǳǊōǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ 

dwarfed by variations within the city and amƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǳǊōǎΦέ14 In Alexandria, the desire among local leaders to isolate blacks 

and entice the white middle class was ubiquitous; so, too, African American demands for justice can be found wherever 

discrimination appeared, whether in the more densely populated downtown or the more suburban environments to the west. 

¢ƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴκǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ ŘƛǾƛŘŜΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ wiver 

ŦƻǊ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ housing problems in the mid-twentieth century. 

 

This article explores housing segregation in mid-twentieth-century Alexandria and the ways in which leaders used public policy 

to reconfigure local neighborhoods and promote the city as an ideal, white middle-class community. Starting in the late 1930s, 

it became apparent that African American residents had few decent housing options in Alexandria thanks to a housing shortage 

combined with racial segregation. By the postwar era, the housing problems facing blacks only increased. Intimidation and 

ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǊŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎƻǊe 

and its more suburban areas to the west. In response, civil rights activists and their supporters mobilized resources on a local, 

regional, and national level to fight housing discrimination. Even though many of the problems surrounding African American 

housing persisted, governmental changes eventually led to shifts in the racial makeup of some όōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭύ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ 

and suburban neighborhoods beginning in the early 1970s. 

 

IN THE 1930SΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳȄ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ōƭŀŎƪ 

and white families and individuals migrating to the area for jobs, first as part of the New Deal and then wartime mobilization. 

Karen Ferguson notes in Black Politics in New Deal Atlanta that factories, military installations, and federal agencies all needed 

a large workforce, many of whom migrated from the countryside to southern cities.15 Increasing numbers of Washingtonians, 

who moved to Alexandria in search of a more suburban life, further reduced suitable housing. To meet demand, developers 

constructed homes and apartments with white-only housing covenants, such as Parkfairfax, for government workers, many of 
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whom were employed at the newly constructed Pentagon.16 African Americans, whose population had not increased for forty 

years, began to migrate to Alexandria looking for homes by the early 1940s (see Table 1). Their housing options were significantly 

different in comparison to their white counterparts. 

 

Unlike other southern cities of its size, Alexandria had a long history of African American land and homeownership. Beginning at 

the end of the eighteenth century, free blacks purchased lots and built homes that were subsequently passed down through the 

generations. Some African American neighborhoods were outside the city limits but were eventually annexed as Alexandria 

grew. ThŜǎŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŀŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƳƛȄŜŘΣ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇƻƻǊ ǿƘƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

immigrants.17 ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀ άǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ мфмнΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿƴǎ ǘƻ 

designate neighborhoods as white-only, 

 
!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ όwƻŀƴƻƪŜΣ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ŘƛŘύΦ18 As late as the 1940s, blacks and 

whites in older portions of Alexandria still lived side-by-side or across the street from each other, although some blocks were 

completely black or white. A handful of white residents tried to maintain white-only housing, but the extent of their reach was 

limited.19 

Housing built in areas annexed in the twentieth century was more racially segregated in ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŎƻǊŜ 

(see Map A). Areas 
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annexed in 1915 and 1930 to the north of the city barred African American renters and homeowners.20 Working-class whites, 

many of whom worked at a local rail yard, lived in the Del Ray and the Potomac neighborhoods, while blacks lived across the 

ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΦ !ǊŜŀǎ ŀƴƴŜȄŜŘ ƛƴ мфол ŀƴŘ мфрн ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŎƻǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊƛƎƛŘƭȅ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘΦ [ŀǊƎŜ Ǉƻrtions 

of this region were rural with white-owned farms and large estates.21 Two African American neighborhoods, Seminary (also 

known as Macedonia) and The Fort, contained a sizable number of residents. These neighborhoods were established in the years 

immediately following the Civil War (see Map B). 

 

In addition to an increasing hƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜΣ мфолǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 

housing. As Ferguson argues, the allotment of federal funds for slum clearance and public housing during the New Deal 

άǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾe 
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twentieth-ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΦέ22 In Virginia, the 

process began in Alexandria with state delegate Maurice D. Rosenberg, who cosponsored legislation for the development of 

local housing authorities. This legislation, a response to the National Housing Act of 1937, allowed cities and towns to create 

ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ōƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ Lƴ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƳŀȅƻǊ, 

RƻǎŜƴōŜǊƎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ άōŀŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

of the city council called to begin the process of creating a local authority.23 The city council agreed. 

To understand fully AlexandrƛŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ό²t!ύ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ƛǘǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ²t! ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ но ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ уΣлтс ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻǊ ƛƴ 

need of major repairs to make them structurally sound. Of these substandard dwellings, 15 percent housed whites and 67 

percent housed African Americans.24 The data from this report also correlated residents living in substandard housing with 

income level, family size, and access to public welfare. Overcrowded homes, which totaled 280, affected 2.5 percent of the total 

number of white dwellings and 7 percent of black ones. Forty-nine percent of families in substandard housing made less than 

$1,000 a year. Most poor families were small, consisting of two to three people. Finally, only 11 percent of whites and 15 percent 

of African Americans in substandard housing were known to any welfare organizations. These final two percentages shocked 

researchers: public and private charities seemed unaware ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΦ25 

 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘŜŀǊƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎƭǳƳ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ26 In a letter to 

the city council in March 1939, Henry P. Thomas protested condemnations of African American housing. Thomas, a white lawyer, 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŀƴƴŀƘ bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ IŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ άŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴ ǎǳŎh 

ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǊ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΦ27 In another letter, Lynn W. Ellis spoke directly 

to the impact of condemnations on African Americans generally: 

 
You are aware of the fact that sixty per cent of the houses that is available for colored people has long out lived their usefulness. But if you 

demolish these houses immediately, then where shall all of these people find shelter? This is a matter that deserve[s] your closest thoughts. 

Certainly these people do not desire to live in fire traps but if that is the best that can do, then why turn them out in the streets in masses? 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎΩŘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ Ǿŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ hǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƭƻƴƎings in such short 

time that has been given them.28 



 

Page 8 of 55 
 

 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀs received but that no action was taken.29 

 
The John Roberts Public Housing Complex in the 1960s (Special Collections, DC Public Library) 

In June 1939, the city council created the Alexandria Housing Authority, later known as the Alexandria Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority (ARHA), to formally administer slum clearance and public housing through federal funds.30 A summary 

ƻŦ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ōȅ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ /ŀǊƭ .ǳŘǿŜǎƪȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Alexandria Gazette ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ 

for esǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ !I! άǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ƛƴǎƻŦŀǊ ŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǳƴƘŜŀƭǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǎŀƴƛǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

city due to the fact that many homes in certain sections are not connected with the city sewer system. He cited the fact that 

most of the year in and year out jail population comes from these areas, that much of the time of the health department and a 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ31 

 

.ǳŘǿŜǎƪȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛons on blight during the Great Depression. In The Rough 

Road to RenaissanceΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ Wƻƴ /Φ ¢ŜŀŦƻǊŘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ōƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 

ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ ƭƛŦŜΦέ32 To solve these problems, it was argued that cities only needed new highways, 

sewers, up-to-date housing and commercial buildings, and less pollution.33 Then white middle-class families, who had moved 

away to find safer and more hygienic places to live, would return to Alexandria to live, shop, and work. Thus, instead of addressing 

social and economic inequalities that affected African Americans, white boosters adopted physical improvements to remedy the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ 

 

Like other cities with a sizable African American population, Alexandria moved quickly to redraw its neighborhoods along more 

rigid racial lines through its new housing policies.34 By 1940, ARHA planned to build about 200 units to help families in need of 

low-income housing and either raze or renovate the same number of privately owned homes.35 A year later, ARHA condemned 

240 homes and began construction on two segregated housing facilities. The white-only John Robert Homes was built on vacant 

land between the railroad tracks for the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac Railroad and the racially mixed Uptown 

neighborhood. The construction of George Parker Homes for African American families required condemnation of two blocks of 

The Berg, another mixed race neighborhood (see Maps B and C).36 Based on a map incluŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²t!Ωǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ !wI! ōǳƛƭǘ 

George Parker Homes on two blocks that either housed 80 percent or more whites or was vacant (the area is not shaded in on 

the maps). However, the 1938 IƛƭƭΩǎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ /ƛǘȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ listed several African American homeowners and two restaurants 

in the area. It can be speculated that this site was the one Lynn W. Ellis wrote the city council about in March 1939; by the time 

the WPA enumerators arrived, the area was leveled.37 

 

Public housing for African Americans in Alexandria also lacked the support from local government that public housing for whites 

received. One city council member triedτin lieu of housing black families at George Parkerτto use the homes for white defense 

workers. His motion failed.38 The number of unitsτ110 for African American families versus 130 for white familiesτalso did not 
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meet the housing needs of low-income blacks.39 Finally, the city council allowed the construction of homes for African Americans 

that failed to meet local housing codes.40 

 
Public housing not only reified racial lines but also did very little to address the immediate need of finding a place to live. African 

Americans in the late 1930s and 1940s continued to face overcrowded and, at times, dangerous housing conditions. A 1941 

Washington Post ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ άŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ нл bŜƎǊƻŜǎ ώǿŜǊŜϐ ƻŎŎǳǇȅƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ-ǊƻƻƳ ƘƻǳǎŜǎέ ƛƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΦ41 A 

ά[ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊέ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǳǊ-ǊƻƻƳ άǎƘŀŎƪέ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Ǉǘƻǿn 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǾƛŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ42 In 1943, the War 

IƻǳǎƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ άŜǾŜǊȅ bŜƎǊƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ 

thƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ΨŘƻǳōƭŜ ǳǇΩ ŀ ōƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǿŀǊ ƎǳŜǎǘ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ43 

To alleviate the situation, federal authorities intervened and condemned land in Alexandria to build three permanent housing 

communities for defense workersτChinquapin Village and Cameron Valley for whites and Ramsey Homes for blacksτand two 

temporary trailer parks.44 Although historian Arnold Hirsch notes the hands-off approach of the Federal Housing Authority (FHA) 

in the 1940s, in at least this instance, it interceded on the local level to address aggressively unmet housing needs. The FHA, 

however, avoided any attempt at desegregation and, in fact, reinforced the racial status quo.45 The trailer parks created much 

controversy. The FHA placed fifty trailers for African American defense workers in The Hump, another mixed-race neighborhood, 

and another fifty for whites in the Del Ray neighborhood (see Map B). Federally funded trailer parks outraged white residents, 

city goǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ IƻǿŀǊŘ ²Φ {ƳƛǘƘΦ46 !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ Ŏƛǘȅ 

ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŘŜƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŀǊƎǳƛƴƎΥ άǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ ǘȅǇŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 

undesirable, and prŜƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦέ47 After an injunction by the courts 

failed, the council refused to supply sewer and water hookups to the trailers without a court order.48 The federal government 

successfully installed the trailers by the summer of 1943. After the trailers were no longer needed, the FHA gave them to ARHA 

to house sixty-one displaced African American families.49 In 1954, the site became black public housing known as the James Bland 

Homes (see Map C).50 

 

In the mid-1940s, ARHA built additional public housing developments, which continued the process of segregating more racially 

mixed neighborhoods. In 1945, ARHA also completed two complexes known as the Samuel Madden Development for Negroes. 

Samuel Maddeƴ ά¦Ǉǘƻǿƴέ ǿŀǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ IǳƳǇΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ά5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴέ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ .ŜǊƎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ όǎŜŜ aŀǇǎ . ŀƴŘ /ύΦ 
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These latter housing units alleviated some of the problems African Americans encountered, although local need still was not 

met. In 1947, the Alexandria /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άώƳϐƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƛƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ ŀǊŜ ƻƭŘΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

slum area are of course in the worst condition. . . . These sections, where Negroes are densely settled, have houses some of 

which had very inadequate sanitaǊȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦέ51 The council even found war veterans who were unable to find suitable places to 

live for their families.52 

 

A combination of forcesτa patchwork pattern of residential segregation, slum clearance, the construction of inadequate public 

housing, and a population boomτƳŀŘŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŦƻǊ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪǎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭǎ ƻǊ ƭƻƴƎǘƛƳŜ 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ ²ƘƛǘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƭƛƴŜǎ, and 

a lack of African American political representation only exacerbated the situation. Although concerned with the unsightly 

appearance of blight, city leaders were not equally interested in adequately housing residents, especially African Americans, or 

to look into the root causes of run-down neighborhoods. The 1950s and 1960s would place further burdens on those in need of 

housing. 

AFTER WORLD WAR II, local politicians, civic organizations, and business leaders embraced large-scale urban renewal in hopes of 

accommodatiƴƎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǘǿŀǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ όǎŜŜ ¢ŀōƭŜ мύΦ tǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƭǳƳ 

clearance was still important; however, city boosters were now interested in promoting a white middle-class lifestyle and 

constructing shopping cŜƴǘŜǊǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ [ŜǊƻȅ {Φ .ŜƴŘƘŜƛƳΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǾƛŎŜ ƳŀȅƻǊ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ wŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭΥ άώǘϐƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

cling to ancient customs and moorings in the face of insistent progress will awake some day to find themselves living in a dead 

ŎƛǘȅΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǿŜǇǘ ōȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛǾŜ ŎƭƛƳŜǎΦέ53 Some white leadersτafraid that 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊ Ƙƻǳǎƛng stock might lead to further declineτsought to reimagine the city as relevant in the 

new postwar consumerist era. African Americans, however, were left out of this new image of Alexandria. 

 

White community leaders experienced numerous pressures to pursue urban renewal. Modest attempts to improve Alexandria 

through the restoration of historic buildings had been made previously by individuals and local organizations. In the postwar era, 

however, these small-scale projects were no longer enough. About a decaŘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƘŀŘ 

ŘŜƭƛƴŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴ hƭŘ ŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ hƭŘ ¢ƻǿƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 

eighteenth and early nineteenth-century buildings from demolition while doƛƴƎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

modern amenities. Rather than focus on housing and the needs of its citizens, Alexandria prioritized its growing tourism industry 

and the creation of a commercial zone in Old Town.54 

 

The Old Town designation also made public works projects, such as the construction of parking lots and street expansion, nearly 

impossible.55 Additionally, competition from newly established shopping centers, most notably Shirlington in 1944 followed by 

Seven Corners in 1956, ƳŜŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ56 The majority of 

ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ Ƨƻōǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘhe 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎystem.57 With their jobs elsewhere, these workers needed a greater incentive to live and shop in 

Alexandria. Finally, Brown v. Board terrified many white, middle-class parents who feared their children would attend integrated 

schools. The pairing of federaƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŜƭƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ άŎƻƴǘŀƛƴΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǊƴƻƭŘ IƛǊǎŎƘΣ 

the threat of integration. 

 

/ƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ-scale urban renewal 

began in 1951 with what was known as the Prince Street Shopping Center. ARHA studied the eleven block area that would be 

affected by the plan and found sixty-ŦƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ōŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇƭǳƳōƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŦƛǾŜ-

block area, 100 homes were without private toilets. Thirty were in such a dangerous structural state that ARHA recommended 

demolition.58 !wI!Σ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ ǎŜƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ 

domain and selling them to a private developer, who would use the land for a shopping center. The shopping center was to 

ōŜŎƻƳŜ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎƻ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ.59 

Supporters argued that 
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Downtown Alexandria in 1955 (Special Collections, Alexandria Library) 

άώǘϐƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ Φ Φ Φ [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳs 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΦέ60 

During a public hearing on 21 June 1954, many Alexandrians criticized the proposed project. A group of local residentsτmade 

up of both white and black homeowners and rentersτwere up in arms about losing their homes. Representing some of the 

African Americans affected by the project, attorney Edwin C. Brown argued that his clients did not believe the city would help 

ǘƘŜƳ ŦƛƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΥ ά¸ƻǳ 

know, as I know, that the housing situation as regards negroes is acute. They have low incomes and as a result will have low 

standards of living and they are not responsible for it! In any job, private or with the municipalities, they are the last ones to be 

hired and the first ones to be fired. What else can you expect ōǳǘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΚέ61 

 

Other parties had different concerns. Some downtown business owners expressed outrage that the city council would use 

eminent domain and then sell the land to a private developer: they felt abandoned. A representative for Shiloh Baptist Church, 

ŀƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ άƭŜŀǾŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦ ŀ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōǳǘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘΦέ62 The president of the Del 

Ray Citizens Association spoke against the concept of eminent domain and questioned whether the project actually remedied 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜΦ63 After much political and legal maneuvering, the city council placed the project on 

permanent hold in November 1955.64 

 

Within a year, the city council was discussing urban renewal again, this time to access funds under the newly revised Housing 

!Ŏǘ ƻŦ мфрпΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŘǳǊing the 1950s and early 

1960s: all cities must generate a master development plan with community support; local governments must establish standards 

of structural integrity and healthfulness; and federal funds could be used for projects that were not primarily residential.65 

 

To access these funds, the city council focused on updating housing codes to comply with the new act. Passed in December 1957, 

the Minimum Housing-Hygiene Ordinance was a sweeping piece of legislation that required that all structures be healthful and 

sanitary.66 Sanitarians, hired as part of the Division of Environmental Health within the Health Department, worked alongside 

the Fire Department to inspect buildings and cite owners for violations.67 Both departments could condemn properties not in 

compliance with the new code, a power that facilitated demolitions in the late 1950s and early 1960s. 

 

When drafting the Minimum Housing-Hygiene Ordinance, the city council also set up the Community Development Committee. 

tƻǇǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻŦ ттΣ ƛǘ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜŘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ōȅ ¦Φ{Φ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 

detailing the needs of each neighborhood.68 In 1958, the committee published its report, which would be used to develop 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǇƭŀƴΦ ¦Ǉƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜΣ {ǘǳŀǊǘ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΣ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΥ ά!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ ƛǎ ŀǘ 
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ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǿ Ǝƻ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ ŦƻǊ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭΦέ69 The report stated that a scattering 

of blighted neighborhoods had emerged in Alexandria, negatively affecting both residents and visitors. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ 

run-down tenements. Overall, the report recommended that city government implement policies to prevent blight, hire more 

staff to enforce laws, and make the historic area more accessible to cars.70 

 

hƴŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΥ ¦ǇǘƻǿƴΦ Lǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŜǊƛƻus blight problems 

όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ŘŜƭƛƴǉǳŜƴŎȅύΦέ CƛŦǘȅ-ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ 

housing was in need of major repairs.71 Even in the 1950s, Uptown was still a mixture of white and black residents. In another 

report issued by the Planning Department two years earlier, Uptown was reportedly 40 percent white and 60 percent non-white. 

These residents were among the poorest in the city, earning 50 percent below the city average. In 1956, the Planning Department 

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ¦Ǉǘƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ άώǇϐǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƭƛƪŜƭȅΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦέ72 

 

Despite thŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ¦ǇǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΦ wŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ the 

United States ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŜƭƛǘŜǎ άǳǎŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǇƻƻǊ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊέ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ƴŜŀǊ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ73 Blight reportedly surrounded this section of Alexandria, 

negatively impacting not ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ-class identity. A report generated 

ōȅ !wI! ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άώƳϐƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ 

regulations. Their original foundations, exterior construction and interior arrangement and facilities fall so far short of standards 

for modern dwellings that it is not economically feasible to restore or recondition them since they not only have deteriorated 

but in addition are ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ74 Limited parking and traffic congestion also 

kept white middle-class shoppers away.75 With newly built shopping centers only a few miles away, there was little-to no need 

for consumers to go into Old Town. 

 
¢ƘŜ DŀŘǎōȅ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ¦Ǌōŀƴ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ мфрф όǎŜŜ aŀǇ 5ύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ DŀŘǎōȅΩǎ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴΣ ŀ ƭŀǘŜ 

eighteenth century building converted into a museum in 1929 by the American Legion and one of the few buildings to be saved 

from the proposed demolition. According to the preliminary report submitted by ARHA to the city council, the Gadsby Project 
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would create a completely new commercial corridor, destroying a twenty-block area in the historic district. Various versions of 

the plan included a range of new structures: a municipal center, parking lots, a park, high-rise apartment buildings, an 

auditorium, a department store, a civic center, and a 200-room hotel.76 

 
Urban renewal in Gadsby in 1965 (Special Collections, DC Public Library) 

 

Once again, local residents and businesses organized against such massive demolition. They were joined by another concerned 

group of constituentsτhistoric preservationists. Unlike other opponents to the project, historic preservationists were critical of 

ǎǳŎƘ ǎǿŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƳǇŜǊ 

its growing tourist industry.77 In 1962, the Historic Alexandria Foundation explained thatτthough it supported the destruction 

of slumsτthe foundation was critical of the demolition of historic buildings without any consideration for rehabilitation.78 The 

city council and Mayor Frank E. Mann recognized the problem and began plans to save some historic buildings and require that 

ŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ79 Over the next few years, a greatly narrowed Gadsby Project 

emerged, focusing on the businesses and homes in the six blocks around City Hall.80 

 

As with the aborted Prince Street Shopping Center, housing for displaced residents was a major concern with the Gadsby Project. 

Seventy-five percent of individuals and families living around the commercial corridor were in need of public housing. Out of 

those families, twenty-nine were white and forty-six were black. No attempt was made to rehouse residents near the commercial 

corridor; furthermore, despite the Brown v. Board of Education ruling, city leaders refused to offer desegregated public housing 

to those displaced. Initially, ARHA planned for African Americans to find slots in its current public housing system, which by the 

late 1950s had 459 units available for occupancy with a turnover rate of forty-one units a year (as a point of comparison, white-

only public housing had 462 units available with a turnover rate of 210 units a year).81 For the overflow, ARHA planned to give 

residents a list of private market homes for sale and rental units. Federal funds had been acquired to build additional public 

housing for African Americans; those homes, however, were not expected to be available until 

1964.82 

 

!ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘǿƻ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǊōŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎτFort Ward Historic Park 

and T. C. Williams High School (see Map D). Unlike Gadsby, which affecǘŜŘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎƻǊŜΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

located in less densely populated areas to the west of downtown. This section of Alexandria was slated for the rapid postςWorld 

War II suburban development, catering to white middle-class commuters who city leaders desperately wanted. The sites for Fort 

Ward Park and T. C. Williams High School also happened to be the two locations where African Americans could easily live in 

western Alexandria. 

 


